Intracellular angiotensin II:from myth to reality by Filipeanu, Catalin
  
 University of Groningen
Intracellular angiotensin II
Filipeanu, Catalin
IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.
Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Publication date:
2001
Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database
Citation for published version (APA):
Filipeanu, C. (2001). Intracellular angiotensin II: from myth to reality. Groningen: s.n.
Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).
Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the




Although I always admired The Netherlands, in September 1996 when I learnt
that I would spend the next four years as an “Ubbo Emmius” Ph.D. student
within the Medical University in Groningen, I didn’t know very much about the
Dutch people. I am still missing much of the ‘Nederlandse’ spirit (I certainly
didn't learn the Dutch language) but after 54 months working in “Clinical
Pharmacology” group I feel very sad to leave. It was a great period and I want
to say “thank you” to everyone who contributed to my enjoying experience in
The Netherlands. It is very difficult to find the right words to express my
gratitude, so please try to read between lines and be sure that what is missing in
my words is present in my heart. I hope that the world is small enough for our
ways to cross again in the future.
So, first of all, thanks to you, Ad Nelemans, I had the opportunity to do my
Ph.D. in Groningen and during these four and a half years you contributed to
all my scientific achievements. It was a great pleasure working with you,
thanks for showing me that is still possible to do “pure” science and for
everything else that you taught me. Thanks for taking care of all other problems
besides work. Thanks to Michelle and to you for helping me to adapt to The
Netherlands, and be assured that I will remember you.
Next, I have to say the most sincere “thank you” to Rob Henning. Thank you
Rob for your contaminating optimism, for your continuous moral support and
most importantly, thanks for teaching me how to keep working even if the
outcome was sometimes beyond our expectations. I will miss our discussions
about football, history or everything else very much. From now on, I will try to
remember “thus, we are the first to show…”, on each paper that I will write.
And if smoking again, “Gauloises Blondes” will be my favorite brand of
cigarettes.
Naturally, performing the experiments and writing this thesis was not possible
without my promoter, Dick de Zeeuw. So, Dick thanks for all your patience,
thanks for our “spicy” discussions and thanks for trying and (sometimes)
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succeeding to teach me the pragmatism I am sure that will help me in the
future.
I am most grateful to my reading committee composed of Prof. dr. J. Zaagsma,
Prof. dr. H. Haller and Prof. dr. J. de Mey for commenting on my thesis and
giving me valuable comments that helped me to improve it. One more word of
thanks to Professor Zaagsma for his encouraging words and his help with the
“Nederlandse Samenvatting”. Also I want to thank the others members of my
promotion committee.
I wish to express my gratitude to Prof. Dr. D.D. Branisteanu (Department of
Physiology, University of Medicine and Pharmacy Gr. T. Popa Iasi, Romania)
who supervised my first steps in physio-pharmacological science and made me
determined to follow this career. Also, I would like to express my special
thanks to Dr. Eugen Brailoiu for all his support and friendship since I was a
second year medical student.
A special help during these four years was Dr. Jan Willem Kok. Thank you Jan
Willem for enlarging my scientific interests, for our fine collaboration and for
all our conversations. Thanks to Roekie and to you for all your support and for
your friendship. Also many thanks to Karin Klappe and Robert Jan Veldman
for their help in the “Multidrug resistence and intracellular calcium” project.
Technical support from Jan van der Akker, Mary Duin, Mirian Wietses and
Ursula Kleef in various stages of this thesis is gratefully acknowledged. I owe a
special word of thanks to Jan Roggeveld, Azuwerus van Buiten, Alex Kluppel
and Jacko Dukker. Without their help certain parts of this thesis would not have
been written and without their jokes some of my experiments would have been
boring. Also, I want to thank two people at the starting point of their scientific
careers for helping me with the contractile experiments, Sander Croes and
Marcel Visser.
I have to say many thanks to Alexandra Doeglas, Ardy Kupperus and Paula
Hooghiemstra for their excellent secretarial assistance, for helping me with all
sort of problems and for their nice words. Thanks for helping me with
computer problems and for the nice “chats” to Wessel Sloof and to Yunus
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Kocabasoglu for his help on various occasions. A special word of thanks is
addressed to Riekje Banus and to all people from GUIDE Bureau for all their
help with the official procedures.
My thanks also to Prof. dr. Wiek van Gilst and to dr. Cees de Langen for their
kind help whenever I needed it.
These last years I spent more time with people from the sixth floor and
especially from room 608 than with my parents. So thanks to everyone there
for the friendly atmosphere. Thanks to Peter Paul van Geel, Marijke Haas, Ard
Teisman, Menno Kocks, Arnold Boonstra, Soesja Hu and Bianca Brundel for
being around when I needed them. Thanks to Lisa Pont for her very kind help
with correcting language of various chapters of this book.
Special thanks to Simone Gschwend for all her help. I wish you and Thomas all
the best for the future. Thank you, Annemarieke Loot, for your suggestions and
for all our jokes. And thank you, Hendrik Buikema for all our “political”
discussions and for all the cigarettes that we smoked together and all the beers
that we drank together.
Now, I have to thank some very “unique” persons. Thanks Anton Roks for
trying to teach me how to ride a bike and for helping me fall off twice. You
have been my last teacher in this aspect. Thanks for being a friend all these
years and for being my third “paranimf” for the preparation of my defense. I
address all my best wishes to Edith and you for the future.
I have to thank many times Leo Deelman for his invaluable help with
experiments and all other problems, and naturally for our drinking in Miami. I
wish him ‘good luck’ in his new position of ‘respectable’ father and wish the
happiest life to Mathijs Louwe, to Cecile and to you.
Finally I have to express all my gratitude to the person that started his Ph.D. on
the same day as me and was my closest friend during this time. Thank you
Henk Bos for being an excellent friend, for showing me how beautiful The
Netherlands it is and thank you for all that you have done for me.
158
Before finishing I wish to express my gratitude to Mihaiela and Crizantema just
for being such lovely sisters and to Adela and Ionel Dominte for being such
gracious parents-in- law.
This thesis is dedicated to the people who mean everything to me and to whom
I was more like a rare guest during all these years. All my love and respect to
my parents, Margareta and Mihai Filipeanu, and to my fiancée, Gabriela. They
and only they know how much time is comprised between these covers: hours,
days, months, years…
C!t!lin
29.04.2001


